
 
 

 
 

Application for SCIS Membership 

 

• Membership criteria 

• Benefits of Membership 

• Application Form 

  



Membership Criteria 

Schools are required to meet the following criteria: 

1. The school must be registered with the Registrar of Independent Schools at 
Education Scotland or in receipt of Grant-Aid 
 

2. The School must have had a satisfactory post-registration inspection by 
Education Scotland 
 

3. The School must, if appropriate, have had a satisfactory post-registration 
inspection by the Care Inspectorate  

 
4. Schools must complete an annual census form, by the end of September each 

year, which SCIS uses to compile its directory of schools and to update school 
profiles on its website. SCIS also uses the statistical information, in aggregate 
form only, for publicity and research purposes.  
 

Once an application has been received, staff from SCIS will visit the school, following 
which a report will be produced which will be sent to the Board of SCIS, and 
membership will be approved/denied at the first possible board meeting. 
 
 
Membership Subscriptions  

• Given the diversity of schools in membership of SCIS, the fairest way to apply 
membership subscriptions is a fee per pupil, irrespective of the size of school. A 
minimum membership rate also applies.  

• The level of subscription is reviewed annually by the Governing Board.  

• Because SCIS is a company limited by guarantee and a registered charity, VAT is 
paid on 40% of the membership subscription.  

• Membership subscriptions are due at the start of each calendar year.  
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Education/Schools/Parents/independentschools
http://www.hmie.gov.uk/
https://www.careinspectorate.com/


Benefits of Membership 

SCIS acts as a consultative body for the independent school sector and represents the 

views and interests of its member schools to the Scottish Government and educational 

bodies throughout Scotland and beyond.  SCIS supports schools in a number of ways: 

Representing and Collaborating with key bodies 
SCIS represents the views and concerns of the independent sector on a wide range of 
bodies, though consultations and at events organised by national bodies for schools, 
education authorities, care agencies and others: 

Supporting independent school staff 

• providing a comprehensive programme of Professional Learning events 
• offering training to probationary teachers during their induction year 
• promoting professional development and sharing of good practice 
• supporting recruitment into the teaching profession through the SCIS website 
• access to teaching supply list 

Publishing information and guidelines 

• arranging training to ensure schools keep abreast of current legislation  
• commissioning projects, undertaking research and disseminating information both 

within and about the independent sector 

Developing the curriculum 

• responding to new developments in education through consultative groups 
• making presentations on key issues concerning independent schools 
• representing the independent school sector at national conferences and other events 

Other benefits 

• SCIS is active in promoting the benefits of independent education at mainstream, 
special and specialist schools. 

• School will be promoted on SCIS website. 
• Assistance with your media and communication concerns  
• SCIS negotiates licenses for recording and copyright. These provide significant cost 

savings for member schools. 
• A monthly E-bulletin sent to member schools 

https://www.scis.org.uk/professional-learning/
http://www.scis.org.uk/jobs/


• Access to members only area of the SCIS website 
• Use of SCIS logo 
• Regular emails containing up to date information 

  



 

 

Scottish Council of Independent Schools 

Application for Membership 

 

The School  

Name of school: ________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _________________________________________________________ 
   _______________________________________________________ 

Telephone No: _____________________  Email: _____________________ 

Website: ___________________________________________________________  

Social Media  _________________________________________________________ 

School Category 

 All Through School    Boys’ School     Girls’ School 

 Co-educational School    Junior & Preparatory School   Senior School  

 School with Boarding   School with Nursery  

 Mainstream   Grant Aided Special School    Additional Support Needs School  

Brief Description of your school (max 120 words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Is your school 

 Company Limited by Guarantee  Registered as a charity with OSCR 

 Privately owned. Please print owner’s name _________________________________ 

Other __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Head of School 

Title:  Head  Rector  Principal   

Other:   

Please select:   Mr    Mrs   Miss     Ms    Dr  

Other  _____________________________________________________________ 

Name:  _____________________________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________  Tel No: _________________________ 

Chairman of Governors 

Please select: Mr Mrs  Miss  Dr  

Other  _____________________________________________________________ 

Name:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________  

Email: ___________________________________  Tel No: _________________________ 

 

 

 

Pupils 

Age range of Pupils: from _____  to  _____ 

Number of pupils as at the start of current school year 

 Male Female Boarders/Residential Total 

mailto:__alison.morley@balnacraig.net
mailto:__alison.morley@balnacraig.net


Nursery     
Primary     
Secondary     
Total     

 

Examinations Offered 

Scottish Qualifications Authority 

National 1       National 2   National 3    National 4    National 5  
Highers      Advanced Highers    Scottish Baccalaureate       ASDAN        BSL  
 

iGCSE    GCSE    A Level    AS Level      International Baccalaureate  

Other, please specify: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Staff 

Teaching Staff 

 Nursery & Primary Secondary 
Male FTE   
Female FTE   

 

Please state the number of non-registered GTCS teachers at your school   

 

Registration, Inspection & Regulation 

Is the school registered with the Registrar of Independent Schools at the Scottish 
Government Schools’ Directorate or grant-aided in accordance with the Education 
(Scotland) Act 1980.    yes   no 

If yes, please state date of registration ______________________________________ 

If no, please refer to the Conditions for Membership of SCIS on the SCIS website. 

When was the school last inspected by? 

Education Scotland: ______________________________________ 

The Care Inspectorate: _____________________________________ 



 

Please include copies or links of the following with your application, if available: 

 School prospectus  Child Protection Policy   School governance 
structure 

 

Signature of Head: _________________________________________________ 

Date: ___________ 

Please return completed form to info@scis.org.uk  

 

On receipt of application a member of SCIS staff will visit the school.  

The application will be considered at the first governing board meeting following visit to 
school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Company limited by guarantee, registered in Scotland no 125368. Scottish Charity No SC018033 
 


